
 
Clinical waste colour coding with optometry-based examples 

  

Colour 
Waste 
stream 

Optometric 
examples 

Disposal 
method 

Hazards Container  

Yellow  

  

Infectious, 
anatomical or 

medical 

Removed bodily 
tissue. If rigid: Sharps 
used for foreign body 
removal, needles and 
I-Care probes 
without sheath) 

Incineration or 
alternative 
specialist 
treatment 

Infection/  
medical 

contamination   

A rigid container 
may contain sharps 

Yellow & black  

  

Offensive/ 
hygiene waste 

Used non-infectious 
PPE, tonometer 
heads, I-care probes 
(in sheath) used 
contact lenses and 
used fluorescein-
impregnated strips 

Incinerated at a 
lower 

temperature 
(Landfill, but not 
recommended) 

Unpleasant but 
not hazardous  

Tiger stripe bags 
(No sharps) 

Orange  

  

Known 
infectious 

waste 

Infectious dressings 
or swabs and 
infected PPE 

Incineration or 
alternative 
specialist 
treatment 

Infection/ 
medical 

contamination   

A rigid container 
may contain sharps 

Purple  

  

Cytotoxic and 
Cytostatic 

waste 

Chloramphenicol 
waste 

Incineration Cytotoxicity   
A rigid container 

may contain sharps 

Black  

  

Domestic/ 
commercial 
trade waste 

Packaging, business 
waste 

Landfill Not hazardous  Black or clear bags 

White  

  

Recyclable 
waste 

Empty boxes, device 
packaging, Minims 

outer packaging 

Recycling. Paper, 
cardboard, 

plastics, & glass 
Not hazardous  White or clear bags 

Blue  

  

Medicinal 
waste 

Expired medicine, 
Minims, Used Minims 

Incineration 
Chemical & 

Environmental  

Blue-lidded 
container (may also 

be green) 

Light blue 

 

Confidential 
waste 

Patient data or 
commercially 

sensitive information 

Shredded 
followed by 

recycling 

No hazard. 
Separate due to 
data protection 
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